
 Minutes of Meeting – July 26, 2017
Gentlemen's Club Conference Room, Camden Opera House

Members present: Roger Rittmaster (Chair), Seth Meyer, Sam Johnson, Wayne Ruesswick, Doug 
Johnson. Also present: Intern Alexis Racioppi; Select Board Member Bob Falciani, and Guest Emily 
McDevitt. Absent: Vicki Doudera.
NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:16 pm. Bob is introduced and talks about his views on 
conservation versus development, specifically in relation to having a master plan for the 
Sagamore Farms property. He says that conservation is more important than development but 
that the town has limited property available for potential economic development. He says a plan
to make a plan for that property has started. Emily adds that she frequently runs on the trails and
is a big fan of them. There will be an announcement in the paper that the trails are available for 
use. 

2. Morgan Laidlaw has applied to serve as a member of the CCC and was approved at the 7/18 
Select Board meeting. Roger read a section of his application. The three members present at the 
time vote in favor of welcoming Morgan to the team (Sam, Seth, Roger). Morgan will fill 
Alison’s spot. There is now one vacancy. Bob praises the group for how active they have been. 

3. Roger has still been unable to get budget summaries from the town office. He is concerned that 
sooner or later someone will be upset about the lack of paper trails that are being left. Bob says 
if the issue is not resolved soon to talk to him or Mark and they will iron it out soon because it’s
important that it get done. 

Roger recaps the grants that the CCC has received recently (MOHF and Project Canopy) but 
notes that grants are difficult to acquire. He suggests the group move towards more fundraising 
as an alternative. Roger would like to be able to fundraise to remove unencapsulated 
polystyrene from the docks in the harbor and things like that. Time to start thinking about next 
year: what to do, how to do it.

4. Louisa’s plan should be read by all members by next meeting and they should note changes they
think should be made. Roger praises the report’s simplicity in its recommendations. He offers a 
summary of the EAB issue soon to be at hand. It will be about a quarter of a million dollars to 
combat the issue no matter how we do it but a plan is essential and should be made by the town.
We reviewed Louisa’s recommendations. Wayne asks if we’ll be able to convince people to 
save all of the trees as opposed to cutting many of them down. At the moment there are a lot of 
unknowns because of how far away EAB is. Sam asked about the tree that is girdled on Cobb 
road and we talked about its benefit to EAB detection.

5. Alexis did her bit about home inspections, stenciling, and water sampling and couldn’t take 



great notes while she was talking. She emphasized the need for homeowner participation in the 
surveys.

6. Seth is still waiting for a proof and estimate for the sign to go in the harbor about the free pump 
outs. The Camden Classics Cup regatta starts soon. Seth is working with Lyman Morse (“Green 
Team”) on organizing recycling for the party that will be hosted there on Saturday. Anyone that 
can pitch in to help should contact Seth. Roger said he will show up to help if he is needed.

7. Wayne proposed that Roger take over the Stewardship brochure because he has better computer 
skills and said that he (Wayne) would like to take over the stenciling project. Wayne and Sam 
offer to do some stenciling later this week and will be in contact with Alexis. Roger agrees to 
this trade of responsibilities. 

8. Roger goes over that Vicki spoke to realtors about bad sewer and storm water connections in 
homes and hopes that will help with those connections being found and corrected.

9. Eric Doucette is leading a walk at Knight’s pond in Northport for the next Coastal Mountains 
Nature Program event. The walk will be about ferns and is a week from Saturday. Roger will 
send out a reminder to those interested.

10. The plastic bag initiative is described to Bob. There is potential for hiring a summer intern next 
summer to work on the project. Bob suggests drawing from national examples and making it a 
regional effort; we don’t want to penalize a Camden business as opposed to a Rockland 
business. He also says that we should focus on plastics coming from other sources as well as a 
way to clean up the harbor. Roger would like the select board to think about how they want to 
approach the issue to determine which body (CCC or otherwise) should spearhead the issue.

11. Last meeting’s minutes were approved. 

12. Emily says that were she to join the committee she would be interested in working on the 
Sagamore Farm project.

13. Doug arrives and talks about his 66 specimen trees. Most of the trees that Doug put on this list 
are trees that are prominent and in good condition. He was impressed with Louisa’s effort in 
locating trees by GPS and her ability to put together a map of the trees. Doug gave a talk to 
Isleboro’s forum about EAB last Sunday. Emily asks about educating homeowners on the issue 
and Louisa’s brochure is brought up but will be distributed closer to the time of actual EAB 
invasion. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, August 30, 2017 at 6 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,         
Alexis Racioppi, CCC Secretary Pro Tem


